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Should College Students be required to Take Tests?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tests are necessary because they are used to evaluate the student’s knowledge in regards to their course. They are essential because they help provide feedback to the students to work on their shortcomings. Teachers also get to evaluate and monitor their teaching progress based on their student's results. For instance, if most students fail the course, it means that the lecturer's mode of teaching was not understood. They will have to change their ways to accommodate their students' ability to understand to improve their scores while imparting knowledge that can be used after school. Students should take tests because in the event tests are removed, students will lack the motivation to study and will not understand the importance of working hard for something better. Tests are what motivate students to put in work for a better grade by thorough preparation. College students should take tests because it creates a sense of competition amongst themselves to improve their performance (Kaldarova, 2017). College students who perform well in tests consistently may receive awards and scholarship opportunities to further their education. 
On the other hand, tests can be demanding can cause stress and anxiety to college students. In as much as tests are necessary, the results can also be discouraging, especially to students who have worked hard throughout the semester (McDonald et al., 2017). It can lower their confidence because it is believed that the test results are the student’s ability and measure of intelligence, which results in low self-esteem and a lack of motivation to do better. Many times, an average performing student may get pressurized or confused while sitting for an exam and under strict conditions, which makes them underperform. The stress of exams increases yearly because the tests become more competitive. In addition, tests take a lot of time to prepare; instead of students enjoying learning, they begin to prepare for exams from the beginning of the semester (McDonald et al., 2017). This is because most lecturers assume that every student starts from the same point of understanding since the curriculum is fixed and focused on passing specific tests. This limits the curriculum to a set of skills and knowledge, and it does not have any educational benefits. Due to the pressure associated with taking tests, students do not know and understand its importance. Because for them, passing the tests is what matters most since it guarantees they will graduate with better grades and get good jobs.
Taking tests shows what students have learned in school, and the results help them gauge and evaluate where they are educationally and motivate them to work harder. However, colleges put too much emphasis on exams to assign grades instead of testing the level of understanding of different students, which takes out the fun of learning and discovering new things. College students should take tests, but the idea of their grades being a measure of intelligence should be abolished to reduce stress and anxiety students have to go through when preparing for exams.
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